
How Do We Get 
There From Here?
A Transportation Future for the 

Puget Sound Region

By Bruce Agnew and Bruce Chapman

A report of the Cascadia Project of the Discovery Institute



© 2003 Discovery Institute.



Table of Contents

Introduction 

Rebuilding Consensus and Confi dence…………………………………...2
Guiding Principles.........................................................................................4
Why Us?..…………………………………………………………………..6

Vision

It’s More Than Just Transportation……………………………………….7
A Vision Based on History…………………………………………….….8
Successful Measures ... ...........................………….........………………..9
... And Half Measures...................................................................................10
A Practical Vision for Reclamation and Reuse…………………………...12
Urban Environments:  Reconnecting Neighborhoods……................……..14

Case Study One: A Tale of Two Projects........................................16
Marrying Transportation and Technology………………………………...18

Accountability

Sticker Shock: Costs Are High and Rising………………………………..22
Accountability and Competitiveness……………………………………...23

The New York Way…………………………………………………........23
Alternative Financing:  Design-Build, Design-Build-Operate...….23
Case Study Two: A Tale of Two Countries........................................25
Texas and New Jersey Move Ahead on Design-Build-Operate……26
Accountability — A Beginning……………………...………………...28

Break the Status Quo on Regionalism...........................………..…………...29
A Government Close to the People — A Local Tradition Overdone………..30
Will Tax Limits Force Reform?………..................................……………..30
Single, Consolidated, Accountable Regional Transportation Board…..31

Case Study Three: Strategy for New Ferry Service.....................34
A Customer Service Approach to Transit................……….…………….37
Transit Agency Consolidation......................................................................37





Funding

Tolls and Value Pricing…………………………………...……………......39
 Case Study Four: Ontario’s Highway 407 Project.....................42
Value Capture: Tax Increment Financing…………………….…..……......43
Housing and Corridor Development Authorities………….….…..……......44

Freight Mobility’s Place In The Vision

Catching Up to New Challenges………………………………………......47
Freight Impacts in the Metro Area…………………………………….......48
Successful Partnerships.........................………………………………........50
Truck Routes West and East of the Cascades…………………………......51
A “Green” U.S./Canada Trade Corridor in the Cascade Foothills?.…........53
Moving Freight Traffi c Away from the Waterfront……………………......53
Technology Freight and Security…………………………………….........57

Case Study Five: Planes, Trains and Buses..................................60

Specifi c Projects

Highway 99/Alaskan Way Viaduct………………..………….…..……......63
South Lake Union: Linking I-5 and 
 Alaskan Way with Urban Design Features........................................64
King Street Station and BNSF Tunnel………………………...…..…….....66

Case Study Six: A New Deal for the King Street Station..............68
Interstate 5 – The Neglected Central Artery…….……………….…..…….70

Regional Freeway Monorail…………………….……………..…….....70
High Occupancy Toll Lanes……………………………….…..…….....72
Bus Rapid Transit………………………………………….…..…….......72
Underground Stacking and Lidding of I-5 Segments…….…..….…..73
Connections with SR-520 and Alaskan Way Viaduct/Highway 99…73

State Route 520: A Hub Corridor in Crisis……………………...…..……..76
Elevated, Immersed Tunnel……………………………..….…..…….....79

Interstate 405…………………………………………………..…..…….....79
Case Study Seven: One Model for 520.................................................80

Conclusion.................................................................................................................85

Acknowledgments and Works Cited

About the Authors




